
Christchurch guidelines on giving 

Giving is central to Christian discipleship – living out our faith in everyday 

life. We worship God through the practical things we do and the choices 

we make. All this is in response to what God has done for us and given us.  

We believe we are called to give of our time, energy, skills and money. 

Financial giving is understood within this wider framework. 

 

The vast majority of what we do as a church is funded by the regular giving 

from the members of our church family. We are directly responsible for 

the funding of our building and the employment of staff, and indirectly 

responsible for the provision of clergy through the funds we send to the 

Anglican and Methodist churches. Just as any household has bills to be 

paid, so the mission and ministry of the church has financial costs to be 

met. However, it’s important to understand that the primary motivation 

for giving has less to do with the raising of funds and more to do with the 

expression of our worship and discipleship. 

 

Worshipping God through our giving is a biblical practice. When the 

people of God were led from the wilderness into the promised land, they 

committed themselves to dedicating the first tenth of their livestock and 

harvest as a sacrificial offering, to keep alive the memory that everything 

belongs to God and that we depend on him for all our needs. Many 

Christians today find this principle, known as ‘tithing’, to be the most 

helpful and biblical approach to giving. Of course, there are dangers of 

distorting this into a ‘formula’. Giving should not be undertaken through 

a sense of compulsion to religious law but freely, in thankful response to 

God’s radically generous grace. Whatever percentage we decide to give, 

at Christchurch we encourage one another to commit to giving in a way 

that is prayerfully considered and regular.  

 

Grace is free, but not cheap. 

 

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not 

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful give 

2 Corinthians 9:7 


