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Summary of last 6 months – achievements/focus/ changes etc 

 

Over the last six months, we have found lots of different ways to connect and 

engage with the children in our church family. We were excited to be able to return to 

F@CT in church for three months last year where families were able to have fun and 

learn about God in their sheep pens (sat around tables).  

 

F@CT has continued online on the Christchurch Kids blog on the first Sunday of 

each month with visits from Supergranny and the puppets. The children’s blog has 

continued to have stories, activities, songs and prayers each week and the children 

have received activity books in the post which have connected with theme of the 

sessions on the blog. Surprises have arrived in the post for the children including 

birthday cards, Christmas story booklets and Easter activity books. We have 

received lovely messages from the children that they have enjoyed receiving the 

“church post” and have felt remembered and encouraged.  

 

We have looked for ways to include the children in our online services and 

community activities and we loved watching them perform for the Christmas Nativity 

and Easter play. They sent messages to say how much they have enjoyed getting 

involved. A call for help was answered when we asked for handmade Valentines 

cards and Easter cards that have gone to residents in our local care homes. It was 

great to get the children involved with our community projects and the cards were 

received with many thanks.  

 

Christingle was very different this year but our Christingle packs proved to be a great 

success with 120 families ordering one to join in with the online service. Lots of 

families shared photos of their Christingles and sent messages of thanks including, 

“Thank you for putting so much time and effort in to ensure the true meaning of 

Christmas shines bright.” 

 

The Christingle packs inspired us to get creative again at Easter with 50 members of 

Christchurch ordering Easter-in-a-bag. This was a bag with resources and inspiration 

to reflect on a different part of the Easter story each day in Holy Week. We hope this 

encouraged families to share their faith in their homes. 

 

We haven’t been able to welcome St Nicholas Chantry primary school in church for 

their Christmas and Easter services so we sent them online services that they could 

watch in their classrooms with crafts to make afterwards. The teachers and children 

have enjoyed these remote services and were particularly excited to see the 



  
puppets! The teachers let us know that the crafts really helped the children engage 

with the message in the service. 

 

The Fridge has continued to be held on pause until we can meet again safely. 

 

Challenges for the area of work 

 

We are not able to return to Sunday morning children’s groups just yet but we will be 

looking for ways to encourage the children and their families with their faith at home. 

It is important that we have a children’s team of leaders who are excited about 

sharing their faith with our children. We haven’t been able to work together as a team 

for the past year. 

Sharing our faith with children and families who aren’t a part of our church family yet. 

 

Plans over next 12 months 

  

We are excited to be returning to the church building soon with F@CT services 

restarting. Sunday morning groups and The Fridge won’t be returning until 

September, if government guidelines allow. 

We are looking forward to opportunities to reconnect with the children and their 

families to encourage their faith journeys. We hope to engage with resources from 

Parenting for Faith. 

 

We look forward to reconnecting with our children’s team and encouraging them in 

their role in our children’s ministry. 

 

We would love to build bridges in our church community and provide events and 

regular spaces that welcome and connect with our TLG and Make Lunch families as 

well as the wider community. 

 

We would like to host community events, such as a Sheep Trail, to welcome families 

to come and engage with our church community.  

 

What would you like us to pray about in relation to your work 

 

We would pray that the children and their families are finding opportunities to share 

their faith at home, walking with God in every day life.  

We ask that those people who God is calling to be a part of our children’s team will 

hear his voice and be excited to journey with our children and families in their faith 

journeys. 

We would ask for fresh inspiration for ways to encourage and disciple our children in 

their faith and how to be a welcoming place for families to come and experience 

God’s love for them. 


