
Portishead Deanery 2020 

 
We only met twice as a Deanery this year.  Due to the pandemic we chose to cancel 

two synods and delayed the beginning of deanery-wide meetings (now beginning June 
2021). 

 
February - Andy Gray, Diocesan Faith-Sharing Enabler, introduced resources and ideas 
available to assist churches with their missional work. 

 
September - Chris Judson helped us think through taking care of ourselves during 

lock-down. We then spent time in smaller groups looking at ways to be more effective 
as a deanery. 
 

Voluntary social and training gatherings have also suffered although deanery Chapter 
has had more regular meetings. 

 
We have enjoyed having Assistant Diocesan Secretary Peter Evans as our Deanery 
Accompanier. He has been present at most Mission and Pastoral Group meetings. 

 
Suzy Kirkam is now Curate at Christ Church, Clevedon. She was made deacon on 

Sunday 27th September. 
 
Laura Downs, Curate with the Portishead Team, was ordained priest on Wednesday 

30th September. 
 

We say farewell to Martin Little as he moves to Highbridge and Burnham and Chris 
Judson as she moves to The Huntspills and Mark. 
 

Jules Harris moved from Wraxall to be Rector at Nailsea Christchurch and Tickenham. 
Fran Binding moved from Wraxall to be House for Duty Priest at Kenn & Kingston 

Seymour. Trevor Jordan resigned from St John's Clevedon and moved to Portugal. An 
announcement about an interim replacement for Father Trevor is expected shortly. 
 

James Harris was appointed Rector of Long Ashton with Barrow Gurney and Flax 
Bourton. 

 
Lesley Farrall stepped down as Deanery Secretary in September. We desperately need 

a volunteer, or possibly paid worker, to take her place although she will remain on 
Synod and part of Deanery Mission and Pastoral Group. Currently Steve and Rob are 
sharing the work of minuting meetings and Rob is covering the admin work. 

 
Astrid Tiemsema-Samson was appointed Assistant Area Dean and licensed at the 

September meeting. 
 
We are grateful to the clergy and officials of all the deanery churches for their hard 

work and commitment during this difficult year. 
 

 
Rob Norman (Lay Dean) 
Steve Tilley (Area Dean)  

 
February 9th 2020 

 
 


