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METHODIST-ANGLICAN ECUMENICAL PARTNERSHIP 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES OF THE 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

Date of Meeting 
 

Wednesday 21st April 2021 at 7.30pm  
Via video conference  

Present 
 

There were 23 people in attendance (see appendix 1) 

Apologies 
 

Apologies were received from 6 people (see appendix 2) 

Chair Russell Herbert  

Secretary Angie Kell  

Minutes taken by  Kathryn McManus-Jones 

 

21/01 Welcome & Opening Prayer 
Russell Herbert welcomed everyone to our AGM and opened the meeting in 
prayer. 

21/02 Election of Secretary for this meeting 
Suzy Kirkham proposed Angie Kell be appointed as secretary for the AGM and 
Kathryn McManus-Jones as minute taker. This was seconded by Jess McManus 
and carried unanimously. 

21/03 Membership Roll 
Russell reported that the membership roll currently stands at 169. He gave 
thanks for the 4 new members who have joined us since the last AGM and asked 
the meeting attendees to remember in our prayers the 4 members who have 
sadly passed away.    

21/04 Minutes of 2020 AGM 
 
Errors and Omissions: There were no errors/omissions noted. 
Amendments: There were no amendments to make. 
Russell proposed that we accept the minutes of the meeting held on 21/10/2020 
as a true record. This was seconded by Angie Kell and carried unanimously. 
The minutes were signed by Angie Kell on behalf of Russell Herbert. 

21/05 
 

Matters arising from 2020 minutes 
There were no matters arising from the last meeting. 

21/06 Any Other Business 
Nil 

21/07 Election of wardens and ECC members 
 
Wardens: 
Jess McManus – nominated by Tim Simpson, seconded by Lynn Sawyer. 
Alex Pett – nominated by Jess McManus, seconded by Angie Kell. 
 
Russell expressed gratitude to Jess McManus and Alex Pett for their service 
over the last twelve unusual and challenging months. Russell also thanked them 
for putting themselves forward for Church Wardenship for the next year.  
 
Russell proposed that AGM attendees accept the nominations for Jess and Alex 
to be elected for another year as Church Wardens. John de Borde seconded, 
carried unanimously. 
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ECC Members: 
Russell thanked everyone who has served on the ECC over the last twelve 
months for their time and service, particularly those who are standing down (Dan 
Sewell, who stepped down a short while ago, and Chris Anderson). Special 
thanks go to Angie Kell, who is stepping down from her role as ECC Secretary. 
She has done an outstanding job not only before, during and after the ECC 
meetings but with so many other tasks and responsibilities. The staff team are 
also enormously grateful for her support and expertise. 
 
Angie informed the AGM attendees that John de Borde has another year left on 
the ECC so will not be up for re-election. 
 
Neville Adams was nominated by Angie Kell, seconded by Clive Jennings. 
 
Jean Balcombe was nominated by Rose Turner, seconded by James Humphries. 
 
David Clark was nominated by Judith Wedlake, seconded by Peter Wedlake. 
 
Helen Davis was nominated by Andy Davis, seconded by Kate Dommett. 
 
Kate Dommett was nominated by Helen Davis, seconded by Christine 
Humberstone. 
 
Jeff Kirkham was nominated by Kathryn McManus-Jones, seconded by Emy 
Buxton. 
 
Tim Roberts was nominated by Kim Anderson, seconded by Angie Kell. 
 
Margaret Sutherland was nominated by Jean Balcombe, seconded by Carolyn 
Waite. 
 
The meeting attendees voted unanimously to accept the above nominees onto 
the ECC.  
 
Russell thanked all those joining the ECC, as well as those continuing on the 
ECC, and added that the leadership team and core team are very much looking 
forward to working with all the ECC members over the next 12 months. 

21/08 Treasurer’s report and accounts 
 
The ECC approved the accounts prior to the AGM. 
John de Borde summarised the Treasurer’s report/accounts, which were made 
available in full prior to the meeting: 
On the unrestricted funds, we suffered a £12,000 loss but that included the wall 
repairs. Good financial year (despite losing revenue from hall lettings) due to a 
focus on giving back in Jan/Feb/March. Several members made substantial one-
off donations in the year. Most people give by standing orders, and these are in a 
healthy position. Some people have had to reduce their monthly giving due to 
redundancies etc but in general, standing order amounts have increased. 
Angie Kell thanked John for his tireless work with the finances, particularly over 
the last year which brought big changes and challenges. Russell echoed these 
words of thanks and extended them to the whole finance team. 
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John de Borde proposed that the accounts be adopted. The was seconded by 
Jean Balcombe. There were no objections or abstentions, and the proposal was 
carried unanimously. 
 
Agree and appoint the independent examiner for 2021 
John de Borde proposed that we continue to use Haines Watts Chartered 
Accountants as our independent examiners for 2021. This was seconded by 
Russ Herbert and carried unanimously. 

21/09 Ministers’ Vision 
Clive read the Clergy report, which was made available to view ahead of the 
AGM. 
In summary, the leadership team has been required to be motivated, deeply 
prayerful, flexible and innovative to meet the challenges that presented 
themselves, almost on a daily basis over the last 12 months. He expressed 
thanks on behalf of the leadership team to the church, the core team and the 
ECC, to those who responded, sometimes very quickly, to the demands that 
came moment to moment.  
A special mention and thank you was given to James Covey-Crump who 
maintained our presence online week by week, enabling us to engage with the 
wider church and community.  
The leadership team recognised a significant increase in the number of funerals 
and Clive acknowledged the pain felt by everyone, and most especially by the 
families who could not say goodbye or be close to their loved ones in their final 
moments.  
Since her arrival in June 2020, Revd Suzy Kirkham has very successfully 
managed, despite all the restrictions, to build teams, connect with individuals and 
residential homes, set up bereavement and dementia groups, and forward plan 
for post lockdown engagements and initiatives.  
Clive expressed thanks on behalf of the leadership team to +Mike Hill for his 
support and skills that have been such a blessing to the team. 
Russell Herbert added that there is a sense in which we have been given a 
‘refresh’ button, enabling us to look afresh at everything we do and offer. 
The core team will be meeting next week to continue strategising and planning 
the church’s roadmap out of lockdown, which has been gaining momentum as 
restrictions lift. The core team is very keen to hear what church members feel 
God is saying to us collectively. 

21/10 Close of meeting with prayer 
Russell added that he hoped this would be the last meeting online. He thanked 
everyone for attending and closed the meeting with a prayer. 

  

 

Minutes approved by:  
 

Date:  

 


